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. Eeototrism;while still relat1 v
small is one of the fastest growing
seg‘ments ofthe tourism industry and
presents special management
challenges.

According to a study carfied outin
the US by the:Ecotourism Societyin

997, intérnational ecotourists:’

¢ numberad 317 million with du-ect
~ economicimpact 50:b1

Broadly defined, ecotourism is
“tourismrthat involves travelling'to
relatively undisturbed or
uncontaminated natural

- specificobjéct of studying;
and enjoyingthescenery andits wil
~: plants'and animals;‘as well asany :
ex1st1ng cultura.l Teqs
there usuall g

an drganic/farm; TUTSeT
ndemi and mdlgenous

I
Galatea (a:great sculpture created by
Pygmalion; king of Cyprusand brought
tolife’ by-Aphrodite) focuseson cultural
restoration; while project:Odyssetis-
- (Homer's way:ward traveller) promotes
sustainable tourism;

The latter project seeks to integrate
eco-friendly.activities suchas horse
riding; sailing; windsurfingsurfing;
paragliding and‘trekking with'the
conservation-of the Ghajn'Tufficha and
Ramla coastal zone areas. The sandy
beaches; so popular in the'summer, are

misnomer for Malta?, Dr Ragonesi’

concedes Ecotounsm ismorethe idea

local‘and tourist populatlon in Malta,
would be overstretching the

- -imagination. We prefer to use the term

sustainable tourism and of course
Specifically within the coastal zone
which-hag'been taken: upiso much by
tourist related activities:”

On a practicallevel, the G aia
Foundation(Gaia means mother earth)
is working on:the organisationof
walking trails, with appropriate maps
and mterpretatlon points, through.the

A Dmmg Om‘ Expememe ‘

Antnpasto,-' =5
Curr and various meat Dashes ine

thelr degradatlon

Gaia aims to‘encourage those types of
tourists looking speaﬁca]ly to have more
turalhiolida it.:

g'experience.on onie o
their manyprojects. Volunteers usually
‘come for-thr

gL

transport and ug

vehicles run on bio-diesel: While
contributing to the foundation’s work
they may avail themselves of organic

Fi
cludi

produce andawaste separation syste;

iDr Rdgonesisays;is to
14 h uld make:

-an individual'spe
lifestyle possxble

Other fecotourists’.comein the form of:
schoolchildren; participating in one to-.. -
three.day: workshops organised by the
fotindation Edu‘catlng the minds of
tomorrow, the workshops; rope in §ports
nature'walks; night hikes a.nd also ha.nds
onparticipationinthe project: -

Yester ay the founidation launched
Gaiafest- afestival of holisticliving-at
the Elysium Visitor.Centre in Ghajn
Tuﬁieha. The festival; an extension of the

i\;ssesus project; markeéted in'its'own
t-as aviable formiof écotourism,
endeavours tobring various aspects of
human lifestyles under oneroof.
admin@projectgaia.org




